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In this year of unprecedented challenge in our lifetime, it is hard to look aside from our own
difficulties to remember that 75 years ago, many of our parents were celebrating survival from their
greatest challenge - the Second World War. Twenty five years earlier, our grandparent's generation
had survived the rigors of both the Great War and decimation by the Spanish Flu. So, on this
Remembrance Day, this tribute is given to commemorate the 75th Anniversary Year of the end of
WW2 and to remember all those who served and fought for their country.
Annually, praise is given to names inscribed on local cenotaphs or memorials for those who never
returned. Yet, we have tended to forget the disabled, wounded, diseased, emaciated, slaved as
navies and tormented, who survived the horrors of war, but received no glory or decorations, other
than their campaign medals. After more than 25 years of helping families to understand; many on
ANZAC Pilgrimages to war cemeteries in Thailand and Myanmar for those who died on the Burma
Railway, it was realised that despite incredible enduring bravery, most were not seen as heroes,
apart from family. As such, most POWs, as well as others who came home, were also not being
remembered by the public. Consequently, some three years ago, a project was commenced to search
local Nullimbik cemeteries to find "forgotten heroes", who endured the rigors of war, but returned
home, along with associated baggage, for so many. Nobody goes to war and comes back the same
person. Each are scarred in their own way, though externally they may not show it.
Some people are abhorred by cemeteries, solely considering them settings for horror movies,
haunted with sadness and loss. Yet for some, they hold a fascination, steeped in cultural traditions,
whilst one can gain solace from fossicking for historic treasures hidden within their confines. Each
internment has its own unique story to be uncovered. Many are unremarkable, to anybody else but
their own family. Yet most of our forgotten veterans willingly volunteered, coming from all walks of
life to enlist and served their country. It was fate and the powers to be that dictated their wartime
roles to which they were assigned, completely out of their own hands. Vietnam was the only conflict
that involved conscription and the fate of a ballot.
Due to its historical and aesthetic aspect, set atop a hill surrounded by majestic Manna Gums, the
first cemetery to be researched was Kangaroo Ground, where it was soon discovered that of over
2,000 burials, 196 veterans were found resting here. Yet more than two thirds of them, had no
indication on their headstones or plaques of their service for their respective country in time of
conflict. A responsibility that falls to the family, unless the veteran had died of a DVA accepted war
caused disability, which then entitled them to an official internment and maintenance of the site by
the Office of Australian War Graves (OAWG), but only if the family requests it. The saddest day arose
when it was discovered that a Burma Railway survivor was buried in an unmarked grave, possibly
destitute and alone, along with a number of others that family and friends had also forgotten in other
unmarked graves.
This disappointing result then inspired an approach to the Eltham Cemetery Trust to conduct a review
of their 10,000 burials. Since that day, the support received by the Trust's Project Officer, Julia Drew,
the Secretary, Rita Woolley, and Trust Members has been exemplary.
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As a result of two years work, finding over 860 veterans (744 WW2 - of which 13 were women), it has
culminated with a grant to the Trust for the creation and display of a magnificent 75th Anniversary
Commemoration Plaque, which was unveiled for 15 Aug 2020 to coincide with "Victory Over Japan"
Day to mark the end of hostilities in WW2. It can now be said that at the Eltham Cemetery, their past
service and sacrifice is now "permanently remembered and no longer forgotten".

75th Anniversary Tribute Plaque

An unmarked WW2 Veteran's grave at Eltham

Yet people buried in Eltham Cemetery come from all over the state and the nation. What of those
who were born in the District of Eltham, were living here when they enlisted or died whilst a resident
of the District. The project has uncovered that 171 of the 864 veterans found buried in Eltham
Cemetery are linked directly to the local District. Of these 142 are WW2 veterans (two are women only found by Army Badges on their plaques), one is Boer War, 17 are WW1, one is Korean War, six
are Vietnam and four served at other times or are post-Vietnam fatalities brought home. Four locals
served in both WW1 and WW2. It would be impossible to cover them all in a single tribute, and as it
is the 75th Year for WW2, this tribute will centre on ten local WW2 veterans who have been chosen
to represent the remainder at this significant time. Each has a unique wartime story.
BOURKE, Bernard Joseph - was born in Eltham on 15 Jan 1904. He had only turned 14 when the Great
War ended. Yet despite his age of over 35, he enlisted somewhere in Victoria, on an unknown date
after 1939. At this stage he was married to Teresa Lillian Bourke and living in Eltham. He served with
the 56/60th Infantry Battalion, which was a Militia Unit, defending Australia, where he was appointed
as a Lieutenant. His rank suggests he may have had prior Militia service. Prior to the Fall of Singapore
on 15 Feb 1942, it was only those enlisting into the Second Australia Imperial Forces (2nd AIF) that
served overseas. With further Japanese victories and an increased threat of invasion, the War Act
was amended to allow Militia Units to served outside Australia in defence of the country and its
territories. However, by this stage Bernard had been discharged, possibly due to medical reasons. He
saw the remainder of the war out and continued to live in Eltham until he died on 3 Feb 1981, at the
age of 76. He is reunited with Teresa, but there is no indication of his three years of WW2 or any
previous Militia service on his grave.
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The BURGOYNE brothers were the sons of John Neville and Ethel May (nee West) Burgoyne, who
owned the Grocery Store and Post Office on Main Road, Eltham. Francis Neville Burgoyne was born
in Eltham on 5 Feb 1916, whilst Henry Charles arrived four years later, on 26 Feb 1920. Both were
still living in Eltham when Henry, single and aged 21, enlisted first into the Militia on 1 Dec 1941, as
a Signalman with 3rd Div Sigs. Then wanting to serve overseas, he joined the 2nd AIF on 10 Dec 1941,
only one day after Australia declared war on Japan. Although Frank may have already been married
to Eileen, he also enlisted less than three months later on 5 Feb 1942, when Malaya had fallen, the
Causeway blown up and Singapore was under siege. Four days later Japanese Forces invaded the
"Fortress of Singapore". Both were allocated to the 2nd AIF's Military Postal Service. Henry served
with 2nd Australian Base Postal Unit (ABPU) in the Middle East, whilst Frank served with the 7th ABPU
to play a key communicational role in the islands to the north of Australia. Frank was promoted to
the rank of Corporal, whilst Henry reached the rank of Sergeant before his discharge on 24 Feb 1945.
This early date suggests a discharge, possibly for medical reasons.
Hostilities ceased on 15 Aug 1945 and Frank was discharged two months later on 19 Oct 1945. After
the war, Henry married Doreen and had a son, John. Whilst Frank and Eileen had three children. In
1981, Frank became a member of the Eltham Cemetery Trust and served for 14 years. During his
time, he farewelled his wife, Eileen in 1990 and saw Henry buried in then the Catholic, now Metery
Road, Lawn section on 8 Dec 1994, aged 74. It was seven years later that Frank died peacefully in the
Austin Hospital, aged 86 and was reunited with Eileen in the Frederick Jones Lawn section. Their
parents are buried in the Church of England (C of E) Monumental Section. Later, in recognition of his
dedicated and long service to the Trust, a new lawn section was named in Frank's honour. Neither
men have any indication of their WW2 service on their plaques. In fact, even though she played as a
young girl on Frank's kitchen floor, Julia Drew had no knowledge of Frank's wartime service until last
year.
COLEMAN, George Laurence was born in Eltham on 11 Sep 1906, as the last of five children of George
and Mary Coleman. Standing 5' 8" tall with brown hair, blue eyes and fresh complexion, single and
aged 22, he joined the Navy on 22 May 1929. For the next 22 years, Melbourne became his Base Port.
He had initially signed on for 12 years and mustered as a Stoker serving on light cruisers, including
HMAS Hobart. Due to his proficiency and good conduct, he rose through the ranks to Petty Officer
and was retained in 1941 for the duration of the war. That same year he married 29 year old, Evelyn
Elizabeth Rundle, living in Camberwell.

HMAS Hobart

At this time, he was re-assigned and served the remainder of the war on destroyers, including HMAS
Vampire, which was sunk on 9 Apr 1942 off Ceylon. He also served in the Middle East and Pacific. He
was promoted to Chief Petty Officer (Stoker) on 1 Jun 1945, whilst at Naval Base, HMAS Madang, in
New Guinea and was awarded the Long Service Good Conduct Medal (LSGC).
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Instead of being discharged after the war, George extended his service for a further five years on 21
May 1946 and was serving with the Penguin Squadron in 1950, when he was hospitalised for three
months due to a chronic heart condition. He was then medically discharged on 28 Feb 1951. Two
years later, at only 46 years of age, he died on 31 Jul 1953 at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital.

George's OWAG Monument and Coleman Family plot

The Trust's new metallic Commemoration Wreath

As his premature death was accepted as being caused by his war service, George was buried by
OAWG in the Catholic Monumental area. Although George's service is officially and permanently
recognised, he is buried alone at the rear of the Coleman family plot.
The BRADSHAWs are a married couple jointly buried in Candlebark Lawn, who both served in the
Army in WW2. Thanks to family, it is known that Mrs Viola Muriel Bradshaw served her country, as
an Army Badge is positioned above her name. Unfortunately, we do not have her Maiden name to
be able to know the details of her service whilst she was single, as at that time, servicewomen were
discharged upon marriage and there is no record under her married name. Unless a qualified nurse,
she would have been enlisted in the Australian Women's Army Service (AWAS), which was formed
on 13 Aug 1941 to release men from military duties to serve in fighting units. Over 24,000 women
had volunteered for the AWAS by 1945. Initially their duties ranged from driving vehicles, clerical and
mess duties, but with the threat of invasion, they were soon employed in all Corps carrying out most
tasks from maintaining vehicles to manning Anti-Aircraft (AA) Artillery sites within Australia. In WW2,
my mother was in the British Army's equivalent, the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) and served on
an East Coast AA Artillery site in England. My father was on the 5.5" Guns, trying to shoot down
German aircraft on bombing raids. Some 350 AWAS also saw active service overseas in Lae, New
Guinea, as part of the Headquarters Staff after approval was given by the War Cabinet in 1945.
It is probable that Viola would have been discharged by 1946, as the AWAS was disbanded in 1947,
but where she served is unknown; especially as Elwin Guthrie Bradshaw, who later became her
husband, was living at Claremont in WA and enlisted in Perth on 20 May 1940. Elwin was born in
Fremantle on 28 Feb 1919 and was aged 21 when he enlisted. He was allocated to the 2/7th Aust Field
Ambulance and would have seen service in the Middle East. He rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant and
was discharged in WA on 24 May 1946. Elwin died in Eltham on 5 Sep 1998, aged 79.
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Whilst Viola died in Eltham 12 years later on 17 Aug 2010, aged 91. How they came to be living in
Eltham is unknown, but they are re-united in service again.

Elwin and Viola Bradshaw's plaque

Recruiting poster, 1942 - (Wikimedia Commons)

Two CRESP males are buried in Eltham. Lawrence George Cresp, was born in Dunolly on 7 Sep 1912
and is one of only three WW2 veterans buried here to reach 101 years of age. The other is Louis
George Cresp, born in Walepup in Victoria on 28 Oct 1921. Though born nine years later and living in
Eltham, Louis Cresp was the first to enlist, joining the Army at Heidelberg on 5 Nov 1941. Single and
aged only 19, he was assigned to the Australian Army Medical Corps (AAMC) and sent to the School
of Health located at Balcombe, near Portsea, to train as a Medic. Posted to the 6th Field Ambulance,
he was sent to the Northern Territory and whilst serving at Coomalic Creek, Louis enlisted for
overseas active service with the 2nd AIF on 10 Sep 1942 and posted to the 17th Field Ambulance.
Whereas four months earlier, whilst living at Research, Lawrence Cresp joined the Naval Reserve in
Melbourne, on 22 Jun 1942, age 30, for three years or the duration of the war.
From 12 Feb 1942 until 27 Oct 1943, Louis's unit was stationed in Darwin and probably experienced
the bombing of Darwin on 19 Feb 1942, which was the largest attack ever by a foreign power on
Australian soil. He may have also endured many of the other 60 odd air raids in the NT over this
period. He was evacuated to Heidelberg Military Hospital in mid Jan 1944 for acute Pharyngitis, due
to the lack of today's antibiotics back in WW2. In 1944 after rejoining his unit in Darwin, it was sent
to Queensland for jungle training, before being sent to Lae, New Guinea in May 1944. In Mar 1945
his unit was sent to the Solomons, where it stayed until Dec 1945. Louis discharged on 4 Jan 1946.
He died at Rye on 14 Dec 1981, aged 60, and is reunited with his wife, Elizabeth in the Frederick Jones
Lawn. His plaque is marked with an AIF Badge to recognise his WW2 service.
Not all HMAS are ships, as some are land based establishments that served an essential role in war.
After his enlistment Lawrence, who was 5' 10", brown haired, blue eyed and married to Margaret
living at Research, was sent to HMAS Cerberus, the Flinders Naval Base on Westernport Bay for ten
months training and granted the rank of Able Seaman. He then moved to HMAS Lonsdale in late
1943, which were the Naval dockyards at Williamstown where he served out the rest of his time,
apart from a stint to New Guinea at HMAS Madang in mid 1945. He discharged from the Naval
Reserve on 13 Feb 1946, having spent much of his service carrying out daily tasks in support of
those on the seas. He died at Bendigo on 14 Jan 2014, aged 101, and was re-united with his late
wife Margaret (Madge) in the Catholic Monumental Section. There is no indication of his WW2
service on the joint plaque.
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Lawrence and Madge's Monument

Qld 1942, AWAS firing Owens

BUTHERWAY, Harry Norman was born in Coventry, England on 17 Mar 1911. At some point, Harry
moved to Melbourne as a child and later became an apprentice Leather and Canvas worker in Fitzroy
for six years. In 1935 Harry started to work for Ruskin Motor Bodies and married Evelyn. They were
living in Bridge Street, Eltham with one daughter, when he enlisted into the RAAF on 9 Aug 1940,
aged 29, in Melbourne. He had responded to a RAAF appeal for skilled workers for employment in
their craft units. He was accepted as a fabric worker and after initial training, was sent to 1 Air
Despatch Unit at Laverton for two years, where he mended parachutes. He was promoted to Leading
Aircraftsman (LAC), then Corporal. In early 1943 he was sent to 7 Air Despatch Unit in Richmond,
NSW for one year, before re-locating to be trained as a parachute packer. Due to his trade proficiency
and conduct, he was later promoted to Acting Sergeant. On 26 May 1945 Harry returned to Laverton,
where he was discharged on 13 Dec 1945 and resumed his life in Eltham with his wife and now two
daughters.
At some stage, Harry moved to Queensland and in 1995, probably prompted by preparations for the
50th Anniversary of the end of the war, Harry wrote to the RAAF Records as he had never received
any medals for his WW2 service. Most others had received their medals by the mid 1950s. However
not having served overseas on active service, and returned, Harry was still not entitled to be a
member of the Returned Services League (RSL) and may not have marched on ANZAC Days, as his
letter indicates uncertainty as to any entitlement to any medals and was unsure whether his service
counted. In response, he received the War Medal 1939-45, Australian Service Medal 1939-1945 and
the General Service Medal. Harry died at Brown's Plain in Queensland on 10 Jul 2012, aged 101, and
for unknown reason, his ashes were interred in the Ashes Walk at Eltham Cemetery. There is no
indication on his plaque of his WW2 service.
MORRIS, Claude Hamilton Smith is one of four locals buried in Eltham who fought in both WW1 and
WW2. Born on 7 Oct 1892 to a pioneer family of Eltham, Claude was living in Culcairn, NSW with his
wife, Mary (Hepburn), when he travelled to Royal Park in Melbourne to enlist in the Army on 14 May
1941. Due to his age of 48, he was allocated to 17 Garrison Battalion, as a Private, for the defence of
Victoria in WW2 until his early discharge on 9 Mar 1944, possibly due to medical reasons.
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Yet 26 years earlier, Claude was living in Eltham with his parents and working as a cattle dealer, when
he enlisted in the 1st AIF in Melbourne on 20 Sep 1915, aged 23. He was 5' 10" and weighed 12 stone
when he was allocated to the 11th Reinforcements for the 24th Infantry Battalion. As a Private, he
boarded HMAT "Malwa" in Melbourne on 21 Mar 1916 and sailed to England, then to France arriving
on 16 Sep 1916. By December he was suffering from "trench feet". After treatment Claude returned
to the unit and was wounded in the hand from a shell splinter on 26 Feb 1917. After two months
treatment in Boulogne he rejoined the unit. Due to his conduct he was promoted Lance Corporal, to
be his section's Second-in-Command (2ic) on 23 Jun 1917, then wounded again on 9 Oct 1917. This
time in the left shoulder. Medically evacuated to a military hospital in Estaples, he was stabilised
then invalided to Liverpool for several months treatment at the Royal Infirmary. After a short furlough
in London, Claude was shipped back to Melbourne on 31 Jul 1918 aboard HMAT "Malta",
disembarking on 22 Sep 1918. He was discharged medically unfit for service on 14 Oct 1918. Over
twenty years later, it is assumed that his shoulder had healed sufficiently to allow his enlistment for
a second time in 1941. It is not known where and when Claude died, but he was re-united with Mary
in the Hepburn family plot in the C of E Monumental section on 27 Jun 1972, aged 81. Unfortunately,
there is no mention of his details on the headstone, which means he lies in an unmarked grave. As
such, there is no indication of his past military service in two World Wars.
These ten WW2 veterans are the tip of the iceberg for the wealth of military service that is now
remembered at Eltham Cemetery. Sadly, over 70 percent of them have nothing on their headstones
or plaques to give an indication that they served to their country in time of conflict. Moreover, in
this 75th year, with 740 males and 13 females of the total of 854 veterans having served in WW2, it
is fitting that the Commemoration Plaque uses the specific Service insignias from that war.
Glossary of Terms
AIF - Australian Imperial Force
1AIF - Those on overseas active service in WW1
2AIF - Those on overseas active service in WW2
ANZAC - Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
DVA - Department of Veterans Affairs
HMAS - His Majesty's Australian Ship (1901-50)
HMAT - His Majesty's Australian Transport
Militia - Citizen Military Force (now Army Reserve)
OAWG - Office of Australian War Graves (DVA)
RAEME - Royal Aust Electrical & Mech
Engineers

Official OAWG plaque for a WW2 Victorian Veteran
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