
Russell Yeoman - our Secretary for 50 Years                                           Jim Connor                                

Russell Yeoman is an inaugural member of the Shire of Eltham Historical Society established in 
1967, which is now known as the Eltham District Historical Society. Initially he was the Assistant 
Secretary, then since 1969 he has continuously undertaken the role of Secretary, and so this year, 
in 2019, he celebrates his 50th year in this position.  
At the Nillumbik Shire Council meeting on 25th June 2019, Mayor Karen Egan formally presented 
Russell with a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of his service for 50 years.  
Russell was a Shire of Eltham Town Planner for approximately                                                      
30 years until 1994. During this time he was also the Secretary  
of the History Book Publication Committee, the team of people 
which, in 1971, produced the book, ‘Pioneers and Painters’ to 
celebrate 100 years of Eltham and its Shire.  
Without Russell’s dedicated voluntary work and commitment,     
great parts of the cultural and historical heritage of Eltham   
would have been lost. His unending and tireless effort in 
preserving, recording, and sharing the history of the Eltham 
district has benefited past, present and will so future members   
of our community.  
Some of his involvements over these years have included:  

• Society newsletters  
• Liaising with Council  
• Heritage excursions 
• Organising heritage displays  
• General and Committee meeting minutes and records  
• Willingly sharing his abundant knowledge of our local history 
• Collection and preservation of historical records of the Eltham district  
• Presentations to school students, cubs, scouts and community groups                                                                 

This has all been done with precision, attention to detail and an abundance of patience.      
Marion, Russell’s wife has also been an active contributor and supporter of our Historical     
Society and Marion’s support is much appreciated. 
Russell’s passion and efforts have effectively contributed to the wealth of knowledge and 
resources now held by the Eltham District Historical Society, indeed a remarkable achievement!
Our committee and members thank Russell for his commitment and contributions for 50 years. 
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Next Meeting                              
8.00pm Wednesday 14th August 2019 
Eltham Senior Citizen’s Centre       
Library Place, Eltham 

Heritage Excursion                              
2.00pm Saturday 7th September 2019                                           
Culla Hill Walk             
See further details on page 2 
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Our Next Meeting - Wednesday 14th August 2019

At our next meeting at 8.00pm on Wednesday 14th August 2019,       
Dr. Andrew Lemon AM will be our guest speaker to talk about Heritage 
Advocacy - the role of historical research and historical societies.     
This presentation was very well received when Andrew was the  
keynote speaker at the recent Regional Conference of the Association 
of Eastern Historical Societies. 

Andrew is an independent professional historian who has published 
many commissioned local and institutional histories since his first book, 
Box Hill, forty years ago. He has now written sixteen books, four of 
which have won prizes, on subjects ranging from local history, sport, 
education and biography. 

Andrew received his doctorate of letters from the University of 
Melbourne in 2004 because of the excellence of a body of work, not 
one single piece, as in a thesis. He has been a consistent supporter   
of our Society and a long term member, who has spoken at a number 
of our meetings, over many years.  

We congratulate Andrew on being awarded an AM, in the most recent Queen’s Birthday list of 
honours, becoming a Member of the Order of Australia for services to community history and      
the racing industry. 

Our meeting will be held at our usual venue, the Eltham Senior Citizens’ Centre in Library       
Place Eltham. Members and guests are welcome to attend. 

September Excursion - Culla Hill Walk

Pioneer Eltham farmer Thomas Sweeney (1803 - 1867) named his house, “Culla Hill” after the 
area in Ireland that he came from. His house, now called “Sweeneys”, remains on a ridge line 
overlooking the Yarra River. It is recorded that Thomas Sweeney did well out of carting 
potatoes and other supplies to the various gold fields such as Bendigo, McIvor (Heathcote),   
Mount Alexander and Beechworth. 

Culla Hill is now the name of the road providing 
access to subdivided lots of the former Sweeney 
property. 

The Culla Hill walk will start at the corner of Kent 
Hughes and Lavender Park Roads, Eltham (Melway 
ref. 22 A9) at 2.00pm on Saturday 7th September. 
Street parking is available in Kent Hughes Road.  
The distance is about 3km., and will take 2 to 2.5 
hours. The walk will include Culla Hill with its views 
over the Yarra Valley, views of “Sweeneys” and a 
visit to the Sweeneys Flats section of the Yarra  
Valley Metropolitan Park. 

The free walk is open to Society members and the 
general public. Dogs are not permitted on Society 
excursions. The phone number for contact on the   
day is 0409 021 063. 

Dr Andrew Lemon AM 

‘Culla Hill’ - built by Thomas Sweeney 

Photograph from Home Beautiful c.1940 showing 
the original house chimney, old cottage and barn. 
Copy held in the EDHS collection
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The Value of History Statement                                                  
The following statement was adopted on 3 July 2019 by the History Councils of New South Wales, South 
Australia, Victoria and Western Australia. It draws on the work of history organisations in the USA that 
promote the relevance and value of history through their History Relevance campaign. The four Australian 
History Councils have, with permission, adapted the USA statement.  

The study of the past and telling its stories are critical to our sense of belonging, to our 
communities and to our shared future.  

History shapes our identities, engages us as citizens, creates inclusive communities, is part of   
our economic well-being, teaches us to think critically and creatively, inspires leaders and is the 
foundation of our future generations.  
Identity: History nurtures identity in a world characterised by difference and change. History 
enables people to discover their own place in stories of families, communities, First Peoples,    
and nations—individuals and groups who have shaped the world in which they live. There are 
stories of freedom and oppression, justice and inequity, war and peace, endurance and 
achievement, courage and tenacity. Through these varied stories, the systems of personal        
and community values that guide approaches to life and relationships with others are shaped.  
Engaged citizens: History helps people craft solutions that meet community needs. At the heart   
of democracy are individual citizens who come together to express views and take action. 
Understanding the history of contemporary issues that confront our communities, nation and  
world can clarify misperceptions, reveal complexities, temper volatile viewpoints, and open   
people to new possibilities, leading to more effective solutions.  
Strong communities: History lays the groundwork for strong, diverse and inclusive communities 
that are vital places to live and work. Communities are wrapped in human memory: Indigenous 
knowledge, family stories, oral histories, social customs, cultural collections, heritage and civic 
commemorations. These all strengthen our connections and commitment to one another. History 
supports a sense of community identity and place; and that in turn promotes social cohesion, 
individual and collective wellbeing, and resilience.  
Economic development: History is a catalyst for economic growth. People are drawn to 
communities with a strong sense of historical identity, material heritage and character. Cultural 
heritage is a demonstrated economic asset and an essential component of any vibrant local 
economy, providing an infrastructure that attracts talent and enhances business development, 
including cultural tourism.  
Critical skills: History teaches independent thinking and vital skills for the twenty-first century. 
Historical thinking requires critical approaches to evidence and argument and develops contextual 
understanding and historical perspective, encouraging meaningful engagement with concepts like 
continuity, change and causation, and the ability to interpret and communicate complex ideas 
clearly and coherently.  
Leadership: History inspires leaders. It provides them with role models to meet complex 
challenges. Personal stories of leadership reveal how women and men met the challenges of their 
day and can give new leaders the courage and wisdom to confront the challenges of our time.  
Legacy: History is the foundation for future generations. It is crucial to our future because it 
explains our shared past. When we preserve authentic, meaningful and significant stories, places, 
documents, images and artefacts, we leave a foundation upon which future Australians can build.  
These History Councils have called on individuals and organisations in Australia to endorse, share, and 
use this statement on the value of history in contemporary life. With common agreement, commitment,   
and open conversation about why history is important, they believe the historical community can better 
articulate history’s critical role in the public sphere. 

You can show your support at: www.historycouncilvic.org.au/value_of_history 
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Eltham Reminiscences                                        R.D. Taylor 

This article by R.D. Taylor was published in The Advertiser on 2nd September 1932.                                                  
The second part will be included in our next newsletter. 

The Early Days - First Instalment 
Many Residents in Eltham, knowing that I am  
an old settler, have asked me to supply a few  
particulars of the early days. In doing this I am 
trusting to my memory, as I have never kept a 
diary, and also rely on what my parents and  
Mr. and Mrs. Crozier have told me. 

I am the oldest continuous resident of Eltham having been born in Bible street 75 years ago within 
a stone’s throw of where I am now living; and I have never been away for more than two weeks at 
a time. My parents, who came from County Danmore, via Armagh (Ireland), arrived in Eltham in 
1853, and stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Crozier, whom they had known, in the old country. Mr. 
Crozier's house was supposed to be the first erected in what is called Little Eltham. Prior to that 
the Sydney Government had surveyed and laid out the township of Eltham, which was from Dalton 
street southwards towards the river Yarra. Mr. Falkiner was one of the first arrivals, having leased 
a large piece of' land from the N.S.W. Government, covering an area of several thousand acres, 
and Foley Bros. also became large leaseholders in what is now called Glen Park, and upwards 
towards Diamond Creek. 

It was understood that Mr. Falkiner's daughter Fanny was one of the first born females in Victoria, 
as she was taken by John Pascoe Falconer as a governess with two others to live with him.       
Mr. Falkiner's eldest son Fred was the first male born in Eltham, and Mr. Crozier's son John      
was the second, which must be about 80 years ago. 

School Buildings 
The first day school was started in Mr. Falkiner's house by Miss Hunt. and the first religious 
service was held in Mr. Crozier's house. Shortly afterwards Mr. D. G. Clark and his sister opened  
a day school in a little wattle and slab building a short distance from where the public hall now 
stands. Later on the old stone building, known as the common school, was built near where the 
State school is situated. Mr. Clark remained as the first State school teacher. 

A big area of property was purchased from the N.S.W. Government before Separation in 1851. 
One block was subdivided into allotments and sold by the foot and called East Eltham. Mr. Crozier 
records the fact that a four-horse dray load of men came out to inspect their purchases in the early 
days of 1852. They had liquid refreshments on board which they quaffed, and were so disgusted 
when they located their land that they never came back. Many blocks were not claimed, and after 
some years a firm of auctioneers named Gledhill resold some of them, while others were 
eventually occupied by adverse possession. 

Mr. Harford was the tenant of this block of land, which was owned by Mr. Bonneythorn. He had 
purchased it from the Sydney Government. The sole survivor is Miss Bonneythorn, who resides  
in Sydney. Mr. Appleton, the agent, went to Sydney to see the owner of a piece of land with  
reference to the purchase of a road through property between Eltham and Greensborough.  
On finding the residence on the outskirts of the city, the stone building having shutters over        
the windows, he tendered his card to the maid and asked to see her mistress (a maiden lady).  
The maid returned with the reply that her mistress, would not see him, and that she had not    
seen a man for 20 years. The land was eventually taken by arbitration.   
              
                      (continued on page 5) 
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Eltham Reminiscences          (continued from page 4)             

Mr. Panton, a former police magistrate, was one of the early holders of land, and this is now in  
the possession of Sir William Irvine. 

Early Buildings 
In the early fifties a land boom brought many people to the township including the first constable 
(Mr. P. Lawlor). Then followed the erection of the Eltham Hotel by Mr. B. O. Wallis, followed by 
the Fountain Hotel, built by Mr. Harper. The bricks and material for the police station were carted 
from Brunswick. The first bricks made in Eltham were for the old Wesleyan Church, which was 
erected near where the public hall now stands, and the bricks are now in use at the back of the 
hall. These bricks were made nearly opposite the Eltham railway station, on the corner of Main 
road and Dudley street. The Primitive Methodist Church was later built on the opposite side of  
the creek, the bricks being made near where the building was erected. 

The first Church of England service was held in a little wooden building near the police station,    
a big double yellow box tree standing in the 
middle of the footpath, on which the bell was 
hung. The present church building was later 
erected by Mr. C. Stebbings, of Eltham. The 
bricks  for the Church of England were made 
by Mr. Harmer, of Eltham, on the piece of  
land at  the corner of Bible and Pitt streets; 
and the carpentering by Messrs. W. B. 
Andrew, T. Marland and others.  

The Roman Catholic Church was built on  
a block left by the Government for a church 
near, the Diamond Creek bridge. This building 
was eventually sold to Mr. Brinkkotter for  
removal, and then the present one was erected. 

When the Roads Board was formed the late Mr. C. S. Wingrove was appointed secretary         
and Mr. A. Armstrong surveyor. Several members were appointed on the board. 

Owing to the increase in population a second school was required, and a wooden building was 
erected on the side of the hill near Stanhope and called the National; the other being known as 
the Common School. Mr. D. G. Clark and his sister, who started the little school in the earlier 
days, remained as teachers of Common School, and Mr. Tisdell as teacher of the National. Mr. 
Johnston and Mr. Mattingley were successors to Mr. Tisdell, and finally the National was closed. 
Mr. Clark remained as teacher of the other school until the present State school was built. The 
old building was sold for £2 and removed. The principal part of the stone was carted to the block 
of land that had been purchased previously for a new Methodist Church, and this building was 
erected about 50 years ago.          (To be continued in our next newsletter) 

 

Church of England - Pitt Street, Eltham 
 Photograph from the EDHS collection *



Australia Post: Gold brought life to the township                                               

On February 1, 1854, the first Eltham Post Office was established, commencing an association 
between the township and the Postmaster-General's Department that has continued for 131 years. 

At that time, the number of permanent residents would have been fairly small, probably less     
than 200. 

The discovery of gold in June 1851, at Anderson’s Creek, some five miles away, and later at 
Caledonia Diggings, Queenstown (now known as St Andrews), about 14 miles to the north-east, 
brought large numbers of prospectors passing through the township, hopefully culling the creeks 
and gullies for the precious metal. 

This additional "floating population" brought a greater demand for supplies and for communication 
with the outside world, and so it helped in the development of Eltham. 

Today, Eltham is a thriving township. It boasts an excellent shopping centre, municipal offices, 
court house, post office and many other amenities. 

Eltham continued to develop at a 
leisurely pace. During 1860, a total of just 
over 8000 postal articles were handled at 
the Eltham Post Office. By 1862, the mail 
route was "to and from Melbourne by way 
of Eltham and Kangaroo Ground, three 
times a week, by coach". There was also 
a branch mail that operated between 
Eltham and Greensborough, three     
times weekly. This was also conveyed   
by coach. 

Some time between 1864 and 1868 the 
management of the post office passed 
from Thomas Hunniford to his daughter, 
Miss Anne Hunniford, who managed the 
Post Office until her death in 1928. 

A big improvement in communication  
was provided for Eltham residents when 
a telegraph office was established at the 
post office in 1877. 

During 1923 a manual telephone exchange 
was provided at Eltham, the first two 
subscribers being J.J. O’Connor and Eltham Police Station. 

In 1949 the manual exchange was replaced by an automatic exchange and there were some    
150 subscribers. 

Following the death of postmistress Miss Anne Hunniford in 1928, B.M. Burgoyne was placed 
temporarily in charge of the office. In 1929, J. N. Burgoyne was appointed postmaster, and he      
in turn was succeeded by H. C. Burgoyne in 1951. 

The post office was moved to a new site in 1954, but continued under the charge of Mr Burgoyne. 
In January 1958 there was a further change of site when the post office was raised to official status 
and transferred to new premises in Main Rd. William Donoghue was acting postmaster when the 
new office was opened.      

(continued on page 7) 
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Early Eltham Post Office c1870 
Photograph from the EDHS collection *
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Australia Post: Gold brought life to the township                      (continued from page 6) 

In March 1958 Mr W.E. Tovey was appointed postmaster, followed by Douglas McG. Gilmour in 
1959. William Donoghue was fully appointed in 1966 and Barry Reichelt followed in 1973, prior 
to the present postmaster, Peter Jolly in November 1982. 

Peter is a young man with 18 years' experience. He commenced his training as a postal clerk at 
the training school in Melbourne in 1968 and was promoted to postal clerk at the Brunswick Post 
Office in 1969. He was finally transferred as postmaster to Fawkner Post Office in 1980. 

He has been at Eltham Post Office for the past 2½ years. He is married with one child and lives 
in Montmorency. 

The Eltham Post Office employs a staff of 21, of whom seven are indoor staff, 12 are postmen 
and two are drivers. 

The postmen in Eltham have an uphill battle delivering mail because of the hilly terrain. Nine     
of the postmen deliver mail on motorbikes, and the two delivery vans are both four wheel drives. 

Eltham Post Office services basically a residential area, with deliveries to 5600 homes. This      
is growing at the rate of 600 homes every 18 months, i.e. about 32 homes per month. At the 
present rate we will need a new postman every 18 months. 
Source: Diamond Valley News, Tuesday July 2, 1985, page 17 

Postmaster-General's Department of Australia  

The Commonwealth Government took the responsibility for postal matters from the colonies at 
Federation in 1901. Arrangements by the Australian colonies to introduce postal services were 
generally made in the years soon after settlement.  

Before colonial control, mail was usually passed on by ad hoc arrangements made between 
transporters, storekeepers and settlers. These arrangements were flexible and depended on the 
cooperative spirit of the country people. It was common for early settlers to ride many miles out  
of their way to deliver neighbours' mail that had been collected from informal distribution points. 

The Postmaster-General's Department of Australia 
(PMG) was created in 1901 to take over all postal and 
telegraphy services in Australia from the states and 
administer them on a national basis. The Department 
was administered by the Postmaster-General. 

The first permanent Secretary of the Department was 
Sir Robert Townley Scott who held office from 1 July 
1901 until his retirement in December 1910. In its first 
25 years, the department grew from 6,000 to 10,000 
offices and from 18,000 to 47,000 staff. Earnings grew 
from £2.4 million to £10 million per annum. 

In mid-1975 the department was disaggregated into the Australian Telecommunications 
Commission (trading as Telecom Australia) and the Australian Postal Commission (trading as 
Australia Post). It also controlled radio and television broadcast licensing, which is now controlled 
by the Australian Communications and Media Authority. Telecom Australia changed its name to 
Telstra in 1995 and has since been privatised. 

Sources: Wikipedia and the National Archives of Australia 

PMG - Delivering the Mail 
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Eltham Cemetery Stories                     Richard Pinn 

These stories are part of a series about the lives of people buried at the Eltham Cemetery.  

Patrick Carrucan 

Patrick Carrucan and his wife Mary emigrated from Ireland to Australia in 1856, accompanied     
by Mary's father. They came out to Eltham where Patrick's sister Bridget Coleman had settled      
a few years earlier. Patrick and Mary purchased a farm at the corner of Dalton and Bible Streets, 
initially living in a hut. After a few years, a more substantial house was built with assistance from 
Mary's father, who then returned to Ireland. The farm gradually prospered, with cattle, poultry   
and an orchard. 

Patrick and Mary had ten children and lived in Eltham for the rest     
of their lives. Patrick died in 1894 aged 63, reputedly from a broken 
back after being run over by his own bullock cart. Mary died in 1927 
aged 90. They, together with other family members, are buried in a 
family plot in Eltham Cemetery, though only Patrick is recorded on 
the gravestone. 

Patrick's eldest son Mick inherited the Carrucan properties, which   
by this time comprised not only the Dalton Street farm (20 acres)   
but also a paddock in Main Road near Bridge Street (15 acres)     
and a less fertile holding in Research (100 acres). Cows were 
regularly shuttled between the two Eltham properties to be milked;  
on one occasion a cow wandered into the Eltham Hotel en route!  
But by the late 1970s, following the death of Mick's son Jack, all      
of the Carrucan land had been sold off for residential subdivision. 

Source: "Dirt Poor Spirit Rich" by the Carrucan Family History Fellowship. 
(Photograph: thought to be Patrick and Mary Carrucan, but unconfirmed). 

 
Nina Mikhailovna Christesen 

Russian-born Nina Christesen (nee Maximoff) is regarded as the pioneer  
of Russian academic studies in Australia. In 1946 she became a lecturer in 
Russian at Melbourne University, and in 1947 established the Department  
of Russian Language and Literature, remaining its head until her retirement 
in 1977. In 1987 she was made a Member of the Order of Australia. 

Nina was married to Clem Christesen, founder and editor of the respected   
(if left-leaning) literary magazine "Meanjin". They lived at "Stanhope" in  
Peter Street, Eltham. Visitors included writers Patrick White and Xavier 
Herbert, painters Arthur Boyd and Clifton Pugh, and historians Manning   
Clark and Geoffrey Blainey. In 1955, both Nina and Clem were interrogated 
by the Petrov Royal Commission on suspicion of being Communist 
sympathisers, which they reputedly rebutted wittily. 

Nina died in 2001 and Clem in 2003. They are buried together at Eltham 
Cemetery. There is also a memorial to Nina at the Eltham Living and 
Learning Centre, in the form of a bluestone amphitheatre with a floor           
of hand-painted tiles. 

Main sources: Wikipedia, obituaries in The Age and The Sunday Age. 

Photograph from Carrucan 
Family History Archive 

Nina Christesen from the 
cover of the book ‘The 
Christesen Romance’  
by Judith Armstrong 
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Our Recent Heritage Excursions                                                              Jim Connor  

A popular activity provided by the Eltham District Historical Society are our regular heritage 
excursions. These are usually led by our long term secretary Russell Yeoman, who has an 
extensive knowledge of Eltham local history, including details of how and when areas developed, 
based on his many years experience as a planner at the former Shire of Eltham. 

As sometimes members cannot attend these excursions, due to other commitments, we thought 
the following information about our last two local walks might be of interest. 

On 4th May 2019 Russell led members and visitors 
on a walk through the John Street, Eltham mud 
brick precinct and nearby streets. While it turned 
out to be a wet, cold afternoon the weather did    
not deter our large group who shared winter 
camaraderie as we wandered through this 
important heritage area, predominately at the 
eastern end of John Street. Here there is a 
concentration of mud brick houses dating from    
the 1940s through to quite recent times.  

We were fortunate to be able to view houses built 
by Alistair Knox, Gordon Ford, Peter Glass and 
others who have made significant contributions to 
the Eltham tradition of earth building. It was a 
bonus to have a number of residents of John Street 
either join with us on our excursion, or speak to our 
group about their property, the characters who built 
and lived in these houses and the recognised bush garden character of their neighbourhood.  
Our time there again highlighted how valued this precinct is to the local residents, as well as to 
many people in our wider community.  

Our next excursion on Saturday 6th July 2019 was titled ‘Exploring Lower Plenty’ and that is just 
what many of our members and some visitors did, once again led by Russell. This walk explored 
the southern Bonds Road area in Lower Plenty, including viewing magnificent old River Red 
Gums, which are scattered throughout the area. It also included part of the historic Cleveland 
Estate, where early settler George Porter established his ‘Cleveland’ property, named after his 
former home in the Cleveland Hills, Yorkshire.  

Our group was then surprised and absolutely 
delighted to be invited into the “Rosehill”  
homestead property, that was established by 
pioneer farmer Henry Stooke c1858. This historic 
house has been lovingly restored over some years, 
by the current owners, who were most generous    
in allowing our group to walk around their property. 
This really added to the experiences of the 
afternoon spent wandering around the area 
originally occupied by squatters from the 1830’s.  

Our next heritage excursion, as detailed on page    
two of this newsletter, will be around the Culla Hill      
area in Eltham South, where there are strong links to   
Thomas Sweeney, one of the very early Eltham pioneers. 

The Historic John Street mud brick precinct 
A little wet but very interesting 

Photograph Jim Connor 

The Historic Rosehill property 
Photograph Jim Connor 
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Contacts for the Eltham District Historical Society

 • Jim Connor, President – Telephone 0418 379 497 – edhshistory@gmail.com                                                
 • Russell Yeoman, Society Secretary – Telephone 9439 9717 – edhsoffice@gmail.com                                
 • Lesley Mitchell, Treasurer / Membership Secretary – edhstreasurer@gmail.com 

We appreciate the financial support provided by Nillumbik Shire Council, Eltham Rotary                        
and the Eltham Community Craft and Produce Market Committee of Management  

Printed by courtesy of Vicki Ward MP, State Member for Eltham 
*Any images displayed in this newsletter from the Shire of Eltham Pioneers Photograph Collection are held                                        
in partnership between Eltham District Historical Society and Yarra Plenty Regional Library (Eltham Library)

Please support our local sponsors - they support our Society

montsalvat.com.au

webstergroup.com.au   (03) 9439 4222

shillinglaw.com.au
848 Main Road, Eltham  9439 0401

Sadly we report that Sigmund Jorgensen passed away on 21st July 2019. 
Sigmund lived most of his life at Montsalvat, established in 1934 by his father Justus 
Jorgensen. Sigmund played a significant part in the later history of Montsalvat, was 
involved in many community activities and was a Nillumbik Shire Councillor between  
1999 and 2002, including a term as mayor. He will be missed by many people in and 

beyond Nillumbik, he touched so many lives, in so many ways. 
.

http://webstergroup.com.au
http://shillinglaw.com.au
http://webstergroup.com.au
http://shillinglaw.com.au

