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A Part of Our History                                                              Jim Connor 

In a world divided over so many issues it can be challenging at times to meet on common ground. 
Such is the situation we as a community are facing locally with the future of the World War Two 
War Memorial Complex of three buildings at 903-907 Main Road, Eltham. This complex is a very 
definite part of our history and once gone can never be replaced. A primary reason for the 
significance of the complex is for its construction as a memorial with a civic purpose and with a 
particular focus on the welfare of infants. It was intended to ‘be a constant reminder of those who 
fought for us and the little ones for whom they fought and died’. The construction of such a war 
memorial complex is rare in Victoria. 
While these older buildings may not conform with current architectural merits or styles these were 
designed and constructed to reflect the desires, passions and interests of the era when built, and 
to symbolise achievements, failures or losses of that time. 

These are part of a total package offered for sale in September 2018 on behalf of the Nillumbik 
Shire Council. It includes the extensive site area between the Eltham Library and the former 
Eltham Fire Station, and extending west from Main Road to the railway line. This land contains 
World War One and the World War Two memorials, the Eltham Senior Citizens’ Centre, the 
former Eltham Shire Office site and the locally significant Shillinglaw trees. 
Both memorials commemorate the sacrifice and commitment of those who left Australia to fight 
for what they believed in and to protect those loved ones left behind. Despite requests and clear 
statements by our Society there is no confirmation from Council, at this stage, that these 
memorials and the Shillinglaw trees will be protected in any future development proposals. 
Neither memorial should be sacrificed in order to raise funds for other purposes. 

895 and 903-907 Main Road, Eltham as advertised for sale - September 2018
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Our Next Meeting - Wednesday 10th October 2018

At our Society meeting at 8.00pm on Wednesday 10th October 2018 we will explore ideas 
about what is considered to be the ‘Spirit of Eltham’. 

We will view a video produced for the Shire of Eltham in response to the 1985 Victorian Local 
Government Commission Report titled ‘The Restructure of Local Government in Victoria – 
Principles and Program’ (the Morris review). The recommendation was to amalgamate the 
Shires of Eltham and Diamond Valley, something that Eltham Council did not support as being 
appropriate for the shire or compatible with the ‘Spirit of Eltham’.  

We will also be fortunate to have a presentation on this theme by Lynnsay Prunotto, a local 
architect, who is also involved in community planning activities, as well as some insights from 
Hamish Knox on his experience of growing up and working for many years in the region. 

All members and visitors are most welcome to attend this meeting at 8.00pm on Wednesday 
10th October 2018 in the Eltham Senior Citizens’ Centre, Library Place, Eltham. 

November Excursion - Along the Diamond Creek  

The Diamond Creek is a major feature of the open space spine that runs through the centre   
of Eltham. From the time of the first European settlement of the area most of the land along  
the creek valley was private property extending to the centre of the creek. Over many years 
land has been purchased by the Council and the State Government to create a continuous 
open space system along at least one side of the creek from central Eltham to the Yarra River. 
The area contains many places of historic interest. 

Our November excursion is similar to the walk proposed for July that was cancelled due to   
the weather. It will comprise a walk along the creek path starting at Wingrove Park and 
finishing at Eltham Central Park. This is about 2 km one way and should take about 2 hours 
including plenty of time to stop and talk. There will be a return walk without much commentary 
but those who wish to can catch a bus back from the Eltham railway station. A particular point 
of discussion along the way will be the historic railway trestle bridge as to its history and its 
future given the proposal to duplicate this section of the railway. 

This walk on Saturday 3rd November will start at 2pm at the Wingrove Park parking area at  
the corner of Main and Mt Pleasant Roads Eltham (Melway ref 21 J 8). This free walk is open 
to the general public as well as Society members. Dogs are not permitted on Society 
excursions. The phone number for contact on the day is 0409 021 063. 
.

Photographs by Jim Connor
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Sunday School - St Margaret’s Church of 
England  - Photograph from EDHS collection                                          

Eltham 1950s – Childhood Reminiscences – Part 7                          Ann Constable 
(earlier parts of Ann’s story are in previous newsletters available on our website at www.elthamhistory.org.au)  

Now, it sounds as if there was no Post Office in Eltham, it was not in Eltham village, but     
was between Bridge Street and John Street. It was half a General Store and half a Post 
Office, run by Harry Burgoyne. Air mail left Victoria from Essendon Aerodrome three times     
a week and my Granny always gave us letters to post the days before. Heavy parcels were 
sent from the Melbourne GPO (General Post Office) to Eltham by train and we children used 
to go to the station once a month to pick up Granny’s coffee, which was sent from Fortnum 
and Mason in London, also copies of The Illustrated London News sent by my Great Uncle. 

We attended Sunday school at St. Margaret’s Church             
of England in Pitt Street. The vicar at the time was Mr.      
Long, he had two daughters Rosemary and Winifred.        
Sunday school was in the old wooden hall next to the       
Church. In those days the Sunday school was quite      
large. Parents sent their children to give  themselves              
a bit of peace on Sunday mornings, but few of these       
parents attended the Church! 

The only doctor at that time in Eltham was Dr. Loosli,        
he lived and had a clinic in Brougham Street. Not that        
we ever went there. Granny and to a certain extent        
my mother (at that time) looked on the doctor as       
someone a bit above the butler, someone who was       
asked to dinner once a year! So when Granny or one        
of us was ill he was “summoned” by my mother and        
drove up in an old black car.  

I remember one glorious time when I was twelve, and        
I was ill and needed a penicillin injection. I was sitting        
in a chair at the dining room table and watched with       
dread as he drew up the penicillin with a metal needle       
into a glass syringe. He made me roll up my sleeve        
and asked if I was ready, tears were already flowing        
and then he thrust the syringe into my upper arm.        
I screamed loudly and my cocker spaniel Chips who was lying quietly in front of the fire place, 
rushed over and bit him on the leg! Confusion reigned, Dr.Loosli kicked out to dislodge Chips 
whilst still pushing the thick viscous penicillin into my arm, my poor mother rushed in from the 
kitchen full of apologies and I was still sobbing loudly. Later, Dr. Jolly became a partner and 
eventually took over the practice moving it to Pryor Street. 

In those days, when Eltham was a small village, everyone knew everyone else at least by 
sight and if you had an accident someone would know who your mother was and contact her. 
In about 1960 I said to our faithful gardener, handyman Bill Osborne that I could go shopping 
and rarely see anyone I knew except of course the shopkeepers and he said :”Everyone in 
Eltham knows Father Curran and your mother!”  

(This is the last part in this collection of reminiscences by Ann Constable of her early life in Eltham.                 
We appreciate Ann taking the time to document and share her memories, which have added to our local history) 

http://www.elthamhistory.org.au
http://www.elthamhistory.org.au
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Discord at Yarrambat                                 Richard Pinn                   

Eltham District Historical Society held an Open Day on 1st September 2018 at the Eltham Justice Precinct. 
One of the many visitors to the former Eltham Courthouse was Mrs Sylvia Young (nee Warren). But it wasn't 
the first time that Sylvia had been inside the building. Eighty years ago, she'd given evidence in a court case. 

Eight-year-old Sylvia Warren lived in Ashley Road Yarrambat. Another little girl, Terry Allen, was a neighbour. 
Sylvia's mother and Terry's mother didn't get along with each other. There had been a long-running dispute 
stemming from cows getting out of a paddock after gates had been left open. 

On 9th September 1938, Sylvia and another girl were walking along Ashley Road when they were 
confronted by Terry's mother and Terry. Terry's mother accused Sylvia of having hit Terry and said "Go on, 
Terry, belt into her." Terry struck Sylvia three times, and then Terry's mother struck Sylvia on the side of the 
head, knocking her down and bruising her left eye.  

Sylvia went home and her mother took her to a doctor in Diamond Creek. The doctor subsequently stated 
that Sylvia had presented with dust on her face and hands. She had a swollen bruised area over her left   
eye and cheek and abrasions in two places on her left hand. 

The matter went to court and was heard in the Eltham 
Courthouse. Following introductory remarks, Sylvia was 
asked to state what had happened. The magistrate told  
her that she would "not go to Heaven if she told a lie".  

She gave her evidence clearly and intelligently and was 
then interrogated by Terry's mother. 

Terry's mother: Did you hit Terry at all? 
Sylvia: Yes, but Terry hit me first and I hit her back. 
Terry's mother: Your mother does not like us, does she? 
Sylvia: No. 
Terry's mother: Did she tell you to hit Terry? 
Sylvia: No. 
Terry's mother: Terry is smaller than you? 
Sylvia: Yes. 

A thirteen year-old boy who had witnessed the incident 
gave evidence corroborating Sylvia's account of events. 
Terry's mother then started to explain about the cows being 
the root cause of the trouble. But the magistrate interrupted 
her and maintained that cows had nothing to do with the 
case at hand. He found her guilty of assault and fined her 
10/-, with £3/5/6 costs. 

(Source: Hurstbridge Advertiser, 7th October 1938) 
Early photograph of the Eltham Courthouse 

Photograph - EDHS Collection

Our Christmas Function - Wednesday 12th December
This year our Christmas function will be held at the Eltham Senior Citizens’ Centre  
from 8.00pm on Wednesday 12th December 2018. Please note we have changed 
the time from that shown in our annual program. 

The format will be varied to encourage a relaxed, fun evening and will include some 
local history bingo, a Christmas style supper as well as time just to chat. All members 
are welcome and we look forward to sharing our end of year celebration with you.
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Eltham’s First Rate Books Given to Public Records Office Victoria (PROV) 

The original Shire of Eltham was founded in 1871. Prior to its founding, the district was managed  
by the Eltham District Road Board, which was established in 1856. The first rate assessment 
commenced in 1857 for the year ending 14th October 1858. 

The honour of being recorded with the first assessment went to a farm of 110 cultivated acres at 
Lower Plenty, owned by John Porter and occupied by Albert Baines. It was assessed at 6d/acre 
providing for a rate income of £2 15s. 

Eltham Road District; Assessment for the Year ending 14th October 1858 

In July 2017, officers at the Shire of Nillumbik discovered some early Eltham Road District 
Assessment books and donated these to the Eltham District Historical Society. We were very 
excited as we soon realised the seven volumes handed over to us were the district’s first six years 
of rate assessments. This was a unique and significant record of early settlers in the pre-Shire of 
Eltham. These immediately became one of the oldest and most valuable items in our collection. 

An article on page 5 in the Eltham and Whittlesea Shires Advertiser, Friday, 21st November, 1941 
titled: “District’s Early History” states:  

“The first rate book which is still in existence at the Shire Office is for the year ending October 14, 
1858 and is probably the best record possible to indicate the development of the district. At the  
time properties were rated as follows: Cultivated land. 6d. per acre; pasture land, 1d. per acre: 
estimated annual value of buildings, etc., 6d in the (pound). The total amount of rate recorded for 
the year was £153/14/8. Properties were described as being situated at Lower Plenty, Yarra Yarra, 
Eltham, Lower Eltham, Kangaroo Ground, Yarra Flats, Diamond Creek and the Yarra.” 

Given the precious nature of this collection, priority was given to digitise the rate books and place 
these in suitable archival storage to minimise further handling.                          
                     

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57495641%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57495641%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Eltham’s First Rate Books Given to Public Records Office Victoria (PROV) 
                  (continued from page 5) 
Subsequent discussion amongst our Collections team arrived at the conclusion that the most 
appropriate home for this valuable record was the Public Record Office Victoria (PROV), the 
archive of the State Government of Victoria and who are charged with archiving and caring for all 
Government related records. An approach was made to PROV and the air of excitement was 
palpable, just as it had been for us. These records completed their collection of rate assessment 
books for Eltham. 

At a small ceremony held on Friday, April 20th 2018 at our Local History Centre, Eltham, 
members of the Society and our Collections team presented the seven volumes for 1858-1863 
along with the complete set of digital files to officers from the Public Record Office Victoria.        
In response we received the following: 

 “Thank you to the Historical Society for providing us with Eltham’s earliest known rate 
records. The receipt of these records means that a complete set for the district is now 
available for researchers to access from the state archives alongside other districts 
across Victoria. Rate books are a valuable resource for family and property researchers 
and are amongst our most popular records for those who want to know more about the 
history of their home. It’s fantastic to be able to add these early books from 1858-1863 
to our collection,”    David Taylor, Community Archives Manager, Public Record Office Victoria. 

   1858         Eltham Road District - Covers of Rate Books       1861     

Whilst we were reluctant to see the rate assessment volumes go, it was the correct action as 
these are now re-united with the rest of the Eltham Rate Book collection and the Public Record 
Office Victoria is best equipped to care for them in a climate controlled environment in perpetuity. 

This is another example of the extended reach the Society has been able to achieve in being 
able to catalogue and share our collection via the Victorian Collections website. The Society will 
continue to retain the digital version of these records in our catalogue on Victorian Collections, 
which are fully accessible for anyone. 

You can view scanned images of the contents of these assessment books, as well as over 8500 
images related to local Eltham history, on the Victorian Collections website at: 
www.victoriancollections.net.au......and then search for the Eltham District Historical Society.  
                   

http://www.victoriancollections.net.au
http://www.victoriancollections.net.au
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Life in Eltham            Shirley Corneille 
 
My first recollection of Eltham was when I was eight and living in Elsternwick in 1935, at      
which time I was old enough to go on the Salvation Army annual picnic to Eltham. We went       
in a furniture van that must have had a top speed of 20 miles an hour. I recall that we left very 
early in the morning and arrived home very late at night. The older children would sit on the  
edge of the back, legs hanging over. I joined the Eltham picnic for four years, until we moved 
from the Elsternwick area. 
  
But, I was drawn back to Eltham as an adult. I moved to Eltham in a family; three year old twin 
boys, John and Stephen, my husband Tom, who was a second engineer in the Merchant Navy, 
and me. In 1959, we rented a 
small house, on five acres of 
land, on the corner of Bolton 
Street and Godalmin Street, 
facing Reichelt Avenue. The 
house was set back about      
80 metres from Bolton Street, 
which was still a dirt road in 
those days. When they sealed 
Bolton Street years later, they 
made a cutting at the top to 
make it less steep. If you look 
up to the East as you drive 
through now, you can see 
Godalmin Street above you.    
In those days, it was an 
intersection and most traffic    
for Godalmin Street entered    
off Bolton Street. 
  
Neighbours were few and far between. We rented because it took nearly five years until we 
found a house that we liked enough to buy. The house we liked was a pisé, (rammed earth) 
house at lots 51 and 52 Stanhope Street. We were told it was built by McLaren, but I don’t   
know which McLaren this was, or if they were any relation to Gus McLaren, who was one of    
the founders of Potters Cottage. Although we moved to the rental property in Eltham in 1959,   
we didn’t move into our own house until early in 1963. The main reason it took so long to find     
a house was that my husband, being in the Merchant Navy, only had very short periods of leave 
and was never home long enough to find a house we both liked. When we did finally buy the 
Stanhope Street house we had to wait months to take possession because a school teacher was 
renting it and didn't want to move. You can imagine how, living in a tiny rented house, I longed to 
move into a nice big house. It was set on a large block of developed land and a couple of times   
I went and sat on the ground out the front and looked wistfully at the house, careful not to upset 
the tenant. 
  
The house we rented in Bolton Street was very different to life in Albert Park, which was where 
we’d been living before moving up to Eltham. In Bolton Street we had tank water, no sewerage 
and no septic system. I had to dig holes in the paddock next to us to empty the toilet cans.   
Each time I filled a hole in I stuck a stick in the ground to warn me not to dig there again too 
soon. There was just a wood stove for heating and cooking, which meant rising early in the 
morning to cut wood and kindling for the day; not a pleasant task on a cold frosty morning.        
At least we had a weekly garbage collection. 

Construction of Bolton Street, Eltham, corner of Godalmin Street 
Photograph - EDHS Collection
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Life in Eltham - Part 1                  (continued from page 7) 

There was no postal delivery, we had to walk to the township, or village as we called it then, to 
collect the post, even telegrams. The telegram service changed when my husband was on leave 
and found a telegram that had been waiting for him at the post office for several days, telling him 
that his ship was sailing early, in fact, it was sailing the same day he picked up the telegram!   
He had to take Eltham’s one and only taxi immediately, making the ship late in sailing, and 
costing the ship's owners, ANL, a lot of money as it was an oil carrier. This caused ANL enough 
inconvenience, and lost money, to have a postal delivery arranged for the Eltham district.
 
Telephone boxes were few. One was on Bolton Street, near Bridge Street. There was one     
taxi, run by Stan, and hardly anyone had cars. The train took nearly two hours to get to the    
city, having to pull over to a siding at Greensborough for at least half an hour, waiting for the 
Hurstbridge train to come through, because of the single line. In those days the stations didn’t 
have two platforms that allowed trains to pass each other at the station.
 
In our early years in Eltham, I remember the snakes, there were a lot of them.  For many years 
snakes had the territory to themselves. Now, slowly, houses began to invade their territory. The 
first time we raked up leaves and small sticks we left it for a couple of days before setting fire   
to it - out crawled three small snakes, which we dispatched quickly with the edge of a shovel. 
So, when next on leave my husband bought me a lightweight Spanish double-barrelled shotgun. 
I became quite proficient in knocking them off. This was necessary as there was no direct 
access to the main road. We had to walk through paddocks to get to the shops, to see friends, 
or a few years later, take the boys to Eltham Primary School in Dalton Street.
 
Main Road, as was every other road, was still only dirt. Clintons was a large shop where you 
could buy everything from cutlery to electrical appliances (we did have power, even those days) 
and furniture. Clintons had a wonderful wooden boardwalk along the front, just like a western 
movie. There was a petrol station, a food store called The Star, a newsagent, an estate agent 
called Baxter, the railway station, and an occasional kangaroo hopping down the main street.
 
Across from the bottom of our paddock, facing Porter Street, was a man we knew only as the 
Bird Man. He owned the most beautiful exotic hens, pigeons, peacocks and peahens. They   
had fluffy feathers and plumage of such brilliant colours.
 
Shirley Bardsley and her family lived across from us. Shirley had daughters Dianne, Faye and 
Marion and sons Warren and Trevor in that order. Marion, the middle child, was the same age 
as my twin boys. Once the boys started school, we’d set off as a group, walking down through 
the paddocks and keeping a careful eye out for snakes in summer. 

A year or so later the Engishs began to build a mud brick house further down the hill. Shirley's 
father, Mr. Maynard owned a lot of land between Falkiner Street and Bolton Street. Before we 
arrived in Eltham he gave quite a piece of his property to the government, as they needed land 
to build a high school, now of course called Eltham High. Mr Maynard also kept a few cows. 
Every couple of days he would send us a boiler full of fresh cream. This I would put immediately 
on the stove and we would end up with a large bowl of fresh scalded cream.

We arrived in Eltham just to witness the end of the filming of Tim Burstall's first film called     
"The Prize". We watched the day they filmed the scene of a fair taking place beside the creek, 
close to the Bridge Street bridge. Many of the locals at that time took part in the film. 

                                                                               (More of Shirley’s story in our December newsletter) 
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Eltham Justice Precinct                                                   Jim Connor 

On 12th July 1998 there was a ceremony at the Eltham Justice Precinct when Harry Gilham,  
the president of the Eltham District Historical Society, officiated at the opening of the our Local 
History Centre, located in the former Eltham police residence. 

It is now 20 years since members of our Society sourced materials and furniture to set up what 
has become our well established and valued home. As part of our Open Day on 1st September 
2018 we celebrated the 20th anniversary of this occasion and were pleased to have many of 
our life members, other society members and various visitors in attendance. 

At the same time we also launched our use of the replica police station located adjacent to our 
Local History Centre. It was appropriate that Harry Gilham officially cut the ribbon to open this 
building, to now be used as part of our local history education program during our historical 
tours. This replica police station has now been set up by Society members to reflect the 1920s 
era. EDHS has very much appreciated the various building and landscaping works undertaken 
around the precinct by Nillumbik Shire Council, prior to our Open Day. 

The original weatherboard police station was part of the larger police complex that included the 
courthouse, police residence, lockup and stables, designed by the Public Works Department and 
built by Langridge, Wright and Witney in 1859-60. The police station building was moved to the 
rear of the residence sometime before 1967, but subsequently demolished (c1986). The replica 
was constructed about 1989 as a lunchroom/office for the then Shire of Eltham parks and 
environment department, which occupied the site from about 1986 until municipal restructure in 
1994. 

The former police 
residence and 
courthouse are 
historically significant 
as these are one of 
only two such 
combinations to have 
survived from the mid 
19th century period. 
The courthouse is 
also historically 
significant because    
its construction was 
intended to emphasise the centralised control over law and order in the colony in the wake of the 
1852 Snodgrass committee report and the resulting Police Regulation Act (1853). 

The original two cell bluestone lockup in the rear yard was demolished in the late 1950s to 
provide a car park area and some of the bluestone blocks have been used as garden edging 
around the site. 

Later there was a call by the public to have the police move to a more central site in the Eltham 
township. A house and property were purchased in Pryor Street and police operations were 
transferred to this property in 1952. Hearings at the Eltham Court of Petty Sessions continued 
until the mid 1980s. 

In 2001 the portable timber lockup now in the rear yard was relocated from a site in Youth Road, 
Eltham, where it had been stored after being used at the police station in Pryor Street, Eltham. 

Former police residence and replica police station - Photograph - EDHS Collection 



Contacts for the Eltham District Historical Society

 • Jim Connor, President – Telephone 0418 379 497 – edhshistory@gmail.com                                                
 • Russell Yeoman, Society Secretary – Telephone 9439 9717 – edhsoffice@gmail.com                                
 • Lesley Mitchell, Treasurer / Membership Secretary – edhstreasurer@gmail.com 

We appreciate the financial support provided by Nillumbik Shire Council, Eltham Rotary, the Eltham 
Community Craft and Produce Market Committee of Management and Hamish Knox and Associates  

Printed by courtesy of Vicki Ward MP, State Member for Eltham 

*Any images displayed in this newsletter from the Shire of Eltham Pioneers Photograph Collection are held                                        
in partnership between Eltham District Historical Society and Yarra Plenty Regional Library (Eltham Library)

montsalvat.com.au

webstergroup.com.au   (03) 9439 4222

Please support our sponsors - they support our Society

Ticket to the dinner on Thursday 5th        
June 1902 celebrating the opening of         
the railway to Eltham 

Photograph - EDHS collection                              
(image digitally enhanced)

http://webstergroup.com.au
http://webstergroup.com.au



